Emergency care of chemical burns.
Because of the large number of potentially injurious chemicals present in the home and workplace, chemical burns pose a unique challenge to the health care professional. For the majority of injuries, prompt and prolonged hydrotherapy is the cornerstone of therapy. The clinician needs to remember that the extent and depth of chemical injuries are difficult to assess in the acute phase; therefore, careful monitoring of blood values, urine output, and other parameters is necessary to gauge the volume of fluid required with major injury.